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Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council

Position Paper:

Senate Bill 88/House Bill 208
Under Senate Bill 88/House Bill 208, a community that is part of a regional transit authority would have the opportunity to vote on the question of whether to terminate the community’s participation in the regional transit authority.

The bill would allow a political subdivision to pose the following question to voters; “Shall the territory within (political subdivision) be withdrawn from (name) regional transit authority?” An affirmative vote would allow the community to withdraw from the authority, but would not eliminate any existing indebtedness the community is responsible for during its participation in the transit authority.

Concerns with the provisions of SB 88/HB 208:
1. The bill does not explicitly require a political subdivision to replace public transportation or offer public transportation once they have opted-out of a regional transit authority.
2. Adverse selection could reduce revenue for the transit authority, potentially increasing the expense to communities that remain a part of the authority. As a result, remaining communities could feel pressure to also withdraw from the transit authority. LSC Fiscal Note on SB 88 inconclusive on the costs associated with this bill.
3. Decreasing the availability of public transit will result in increased use of individual transportation, if available. Issues associated with this approach include:

a. Increased auto emissions

b. Increased traffic 

c. Increased wear on public roadways

4. Reduces access to affordable public transportation by residents who do not own vehicles or individuals who cannot obtain a driver’s license.
5. People with disabilities who rely on public transportation to get to and from work could lose access to their job, forcing them to give up their job and move back into an institutional setting.
The Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council has proposed the following transportation issues be considered by public policy makers:

1. Support expansion of an accessible high-speed rail in Ohio.

2. Promote connect-ability of various transit systems to work together [emphasis added].

3. Increase opportunities for individuals with developmental disabilities to provide input in the development and maintenance of transportation services, including the development of rules and regulations.

4. Support education programs that teach people with disabilities and their families their transportation rights.

5. Encourage state and local entities to pool resources to expand capacity of transportation services for individuals with disabilities, especially for demonstration projects [emphasis added].
Allowing political subdivisions to withdraw from a transit authority without a comprehensive transportation replacement plan would reduce transportation capacity for people with disabilities and the elderly in those political subdivisions. It is for these reasons the Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council is OPPOSED to Senate Bill 88 and House Bill 208.
Examples of how SB 88/HB 208 conflicts with other public policy:

· Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration grant provides Ohio with more than $100 million in enhanced federal match to increase capacity in the community for people with disabilities and elderly to live in a community setting rather than in an institutional setting. Lack of access to affordable, accessible transportation will limit the impact of the MFP investment.
· Martin Settlement provides $35 million to fund an additional 1,500 Individual Options (I/O) Waivers over the biennium. The I/O Waiver enables people with disabilities to live in a community-based setting with sufficient services and supports. Individuals receiving the I/O Waiver are able to travel to waiver and community services, activities and other resources, which may be accomplished through the use of public transportation.
· State operating budget includes language that creates the Medicaid Buy-In program for workers with disabilities. The program would allow people with disabilities to work and earn a living wage without losing access to Medicaid health care. Based on the individual’s income, they would pay a sliding scale premium to maintain access to Medicaid services. Without public transportation, participation in the program may be minimized.
Individuals with disabilities who rely on public transportation in a political subdivision that is considering terminating their participation in a regional transit authority will be responsible for educating and communicating to every eligible voter about the impact the change could have on people with disabilities. U.S. Census figures estimate Ohio has approximately 1.4 million individuals above the age of 16 with at least one disability. This makes up less than 14 percent of the population and does not represent a significant voting block.
